Bulletin —_ 
of the Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


January 1996, Number 281 

Editor; Don Hird. 

The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club encourages the study of natural history and supports 
conservation. We issue our journal, the Tasmanian Naturalist , annually in October. People 
with a range of backgrounds and knowledge are welcome as members. 

Contact Don Hird (344 293) for further excursion details or more information, or write to GPO 
Box 68A Hobart, 7001. 

































Program 

General meetings start at 7.45pm on the first Thursday of the month in the Life Science Building at the 

University of Tasmania. Outings are usually held the following Saturday or Sunday, meeting at 10am 

outside the main entrance to the Museum in MacQuarie Street. If you’re attending an outing but not the 

meeting prior, check as to the timing of the excursion; sometimes unforeseen late changes occur. 

1 February © Bush Tucker: Steve Harris, senior botanist at Parks and Wildlife will speak on this 
intriguing topic. 

3 Feb (Saturday) 9 a.m. Meet at the Museum to travel to Hartz Mountains NP for a general excursion 
at the height of the alpine summer. Bring walking gear, lunch and clothing suitable 


‘ for all conditions. 
7 March AGM & Members’ Night. Please phone Sue Collier if you would like to offer a 
presentation. 
22-24 March Federation Weekend at Maria Island: Please note amended dates. There willbe | _ 


an extensive program of activities as well as the formal meeting for delegates. See 
details on page'4. This weekend substitutes for our regular excursion this month. 


1 April Marine Algae; Fiona Scott, Antarctic Divn., will talk on this important but often 
undervalued component of our marine environments. Note the change of meeting 
date to avoid a clash with Easter and to suit tidal conditions. 


14 April (Sunday) 9 a.m. Meet at the Museum to travel to Eaglehawk Neck area where the tides will 
favour views of some of the intertidal zonations and their other inhabitants. 


2 May-- Patti Virtue: President’s Address (Held over from March) focussing on Antarctic 
- =- Biology, and a (? marine) excursion. 





Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc. -- Committee Nomination Form 
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Signature Signature 


I ágree to stand for the above position 





Signature Date 


Positions on the committee: President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Bulletin Editor, Natural- 


j 
Proposer Seconder 
| ist Editor, Programme Officer, Librarian, and three committee members. 


Outing Reports 
Trip Report : Skemp's Weekend 8-10 December 1995. 
Report by Kevin Bonham. 


The weekend at the Launceston Naturalists' property Skemps at Myrtle Bank with 22 Hobart members 
and guests being present at various stages. Once again it is pleasing to note that distance was no 
obstacle to a good turnout. 


The main outing on the weekend was led by Phil Collier to Hamilton Crags on Ben Lomond. 
Surprisingly many had never been Ben Lomond before. We all survived the remarkable J acobs Ladder 
road and only had a short walk of about a kilometre to reach the top of the Crags. The area is the only 
Tasmanian habitat for the otherwise New Zealand Chionohebe ciliolata, which has a cushion-like form 
but grows on rocks, unlike the other "cushion plants". We found this species to be quite common on the 
slopes and saw many good examples. The area otherwise seemed like a fairly standard Tasmanian 
alpine habitat and it is curious that the plant is not more widespread. 


Vertebrates also put in a good showing with several large Bennett's wallabies seen bounding along the 
ridge line. Two wedge tailed eagles were also seen and at least one frog was found. The most common 
invertebrate seen was the spider Nicodamus sp., the small red-legged black species sometimes mistaken 
for aredback. Another interesting spider which looked like the common white-tailed spider was found, 
as were various centipedes, beetles and earwigs. 


Plans to walk to the summit were abandoned due to windy and unstable weather. Some of us then 
returned via the Ben Nevis area where we were able to see another rare plant - Acacia pataczekii. This 
small tree is endemic to a few hills and mountains in the southern parts of the north-east. 


Skemps itself proved highly a worthwhile natural history locality. The property contains a range of 
habitats from dryish eucalypt forest through to rainforest gullies. Despite the long history of introduced 
plants in the area much of the block is in very good condition and exploring it thoroughly would take — 
longer than we had. Among the orchids, pink fingers Caladenia were abundant and some of us 
attempted to fit different specimens existing for the old Caladenia carnea. Many other orchids were 
seen including an unusual "Thelymitra aff. cyanea" type. 


Skemps is one of the best snail localities I have visited - in the first two hours of searching I found 13 
species, many present in abundance. A 14th was found later. One species common at the base of the 
rainforest gullies was initially thought to be the very rare Discocharopa bassii but turned out to be a 
previously unrecognised species. The Skemps specimen will be compared with a few museum 
specimens from nearby to see if this species has even been found before. the treeclimbing Discocharopa 
mimosa confirmed its FieldNats junkie status by appearing for the third trip this year. Other 
invertebrates included spiders, millepedes, a solitary velvetworm, and several large click beetles. 


With several dozen Launceston members showing up on the Saturday especially, the Skemps house was 
slightly crowded at times but the facilities stood up remarkably well. In fact, the facility compares very 
well with other similar accommodation and is a great credit to the Launceston club. 


We enjoyed the chance to meet Launceston members and a number of social activities were enjoyed. I 
am, however, unable to report on the dubious delights of the Dress Up As A Wallaby "competition 
which coincided with a break in the weather and hence my evening walk ! I thank the Launceston club 
for hosting the weekend and Sue and Phil Collier for organising it. It is fantastic that another Tasmanian 
naturalists club has the good fortune to own such an area and we look forward to another Visit at some 


time in the future. 


General News. 
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Reminder: 1996 Subs may be overdue. Rates are $15-00 / 20-00 / 25-00 for Junior or 
Concession / Adult / Family respectively. 
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(more) General News 
AGM Reminder 





Time again to appoint a committee to run Tas FieldNats (well at the March monthly meeting). A 
nomination form appears on page 1 of this Bulletin. We may particularly need a treasurer and at least 
one general committee member. None of these positions are too onerous if we have a full complement 
on our committee. 





Brief Trip Report : Marion Bay Weekend 4-5 November 1995; Don Hird. 


Our contribution to Tasmania Day was to invite the public along to view the Little Penguins changing nest roster 
duties, with expert shorebird commentary and interpretation by Priscilla Park. 


Around 20 visitors supplemented the 30 or so members in attendance, of whom around 20 stayed overnight. 


We were fortunate with a mild evening with only a slight breeze. Small mammal and insect traps were deployed 
both to obtain survey data for the area and to demonstrate our activities in this regard. After a late evening BBQ 
penguins were observed coming ashore in the gathering dusk and emerging moonlight. Hooded plover and pied 
oyster catchers had earlier been observed. 


Light traps for insects deployed on the margins of grassy areas behind the dunes and close to swampy areas 
yielded a variety of moths and other taxa. Peter McQuillan gave an impressive account of their status and 
ecology, several were uncommon or restricted to this habitat type, which is often encroached by coastal strip 
development. 


Small mammal traps set along the dunes overnight were aimed at finding the small mammal responsible for tiny 
tracks observed on other occasions. Unfortunately no candidates were evident. Other mammal results were 
somewhat surprising and interesting though. Brown bandicoots foraged in the pasture behind the dunes, 
retreating to the cover of the scrub when alarmed. Rob Taylor observed a potoroo in the same general area. Both 
of these habitat types are marginal to or outside the typically described habitats for the species concerned. 
Pademelons were the most evident mammals, with many individuals around the pasture area and trackways on the 
beach. 
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Howrah Hills Care Group 


A landcare group has formed to advocate conservation and sympathetic piannine] to remnant bushland in 
this area of Hobart’s eastern suburbs. 


Contact their secretary, Jean Smith, PO Box 385 Sandy Bay 7005. 


Christmas Observations, Phil Collier. 


We have found an answer to a question that has confounded bush walkers for many years: why is scoparia so 
prickly? In fact, the answer raises a further question: why isn’t scoparia more prickly? More of that later. 


At Christmas Sue and I walked from Meander Forest near Deloraine to the Lyell Highway near Derwent Bridge. 
A more leisurely trip than usual, in deference to our advancing years, allowed more time to sit and watch. 


At Rim Lake we had a perfect rocky ledge. While contemplating the meaning of life and moming tea, we were 
under surveillance by a skink. It turned out that the skink was also interested in its morning tea as it climbed onto 
my foot and started feasting on mosquitoes that were buzzing around in alarming numbers. Even flying mozzies 
were not safe from a fast moving tongue and quick chomp. We counted at least fifteen disappear in quick time. 
After moving away to start packing our tent, the skink was seen cleaning up at least ten more of the buzzing 
parasites in bushes nearby to our rocky perch, where they were undoubtedly hoping to ambush us on our return to 
slovenly behaviour. Unfortunately the skink made no noticeable difference to the local mozzie population. 


I hesitate to mention our next sighting as I’m sure someone can trump it easily. We briefly sighted a white-lipped 
snake at 1470m on the West Wall, Walls of Jerusalem. High, exposed, and hostile (except when we were there). 


Scoparia flower spikes are full of aromatic nectar, which is nearly enough for bush walkers to excuse its otherwise 
uncivilised habits. The prickly ambience of the whole plant doesn’t worry skinks or white-lipped snakes. Should 
it worry a red-necked wallaby? A wallaby that we saw at the Walls liked the flower spikes so much it was draped 
horizontal on top of a scoparia bush eating the flower spikes whole. Perhaps scoparia needs to be more prickly. 
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Maria Island Federation of Field Naturalists Meeting 


Friday 22 March 1996 


Ferry from Eastcoaster Resort.at Louisville Point (just north of Orford). Scheduled 
ferries run at 9am, 10.30, 1pm and 3.30pm. We are hoping to arrange a special charter 
at 6pm but we need 20 people for this service to be possible. 


9pm Spotlighting around Darlington for the “night owls” 


Saturday 23 March 1996 
There is a ferry at 9am for those who can’t make it across on Friday. 


10am Depart from Penitentiary at Darlington settlement, Maria Island. Following 

choice of excursions: 

1. Whole day trip to Bishop & Clerk Mountain for those wanting a longer walk. 
(Sue/Phil Collier) 

2. Geology walk to Fossil Cliffs and Quarry with geologist Bert Moore. 

3. Seashore walk to Painted Cliffs with National Park Ranger. 


8pm Evening slide show—Maria Island Geology—Bert Moore. 


Sunday 24 March 1996 


8—9.45am Morning bird walk to Bernacchis Creek. This is a very good area for bush 
birds particularly in the early morning. We may be lucky enough to see pink robins. 
Leader Hobart bird expert. 


10am—12 noon Federation meeting. 


10am Various excursions for people not attending the meeting. There are lots of 
interesting areas within a short distance of Darlington. 


12 noon BYO everything for BBQ-there are gas BBQ’s provided. 
Return ferry at 1.30pm or 4pm 


Further details 


The return ferry fare is $19.00. Accommodation has been booked in the Penitentiary. 
Costs are approximately $6—$8 for adults per night with half price concession for 
children. This is basic accommodation with no heating or lighting. There are laundry 
troughs but no showers (unless you bring a bush shower). Apart from a BBQ, the only 
cooking facilities are wood stoves. You may wish to bring a camping stove for 
convenience. > l 


There is plenty of camping for a small charge. 


Bring bedding, warm clothing, good footwear, bathers, torch and all food for the 
weekend. There are no shops on the Island. , 


National Park fees apply. Because of the spread of Phythopthora (die-back) we are 
asked to wash boots, tents etc before travelling to the Park. 


Please book with Sue Collier on 002 296597 (evenings) by 8 March 1996. (Including 
times of the ferry you wish to catch). Earlier bookings would be appreciated if possible. 
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Draft Conservation Policy 


Conservation Policy Development : Please consider. 


The following is the previously foreshadowed draft policy. It is primarily the work of Kevin Bonham 
and Don Hird, aided by discussions with others and the encouragement of the club committee. 


Much of its rationale is embodied in the various paragraphs of the draft. A more tangible recent 
example of our perceived need for a concise conservation statement was the 1995 "debate" surrounding 
the proposal to drain (restore) Lake Pedder. The commonwealth enquiry expressed its surprise at the 
heat of the local debate, and concluded that the proposal, while having merit, was of insufficient current 
priority or public support to justify the imputed costs. This was essentially the essence of our 
submission. The heated debate involved was largely an unfortunate distraction from more important 
conservation issues, in our view, and probably achieved very little in convincing the wider public of the 
need for careful conservation. j 


A widely propounded view is that because we have magnificent examples of our natural heritage intact 
in reserves we don’t need to extend our reserve system or make other conservation efforts. We differ 
from this view and thus advocate a more comprehensive and representative reserve system and a similar 
approach to conservation planning and assessment. Tasmania is shortly to release a “State of the 
Environment” report, as its contribution to a National program. It will be interesting to see how 
forthright and comprehensive it is. 


We seek critical appraisal of this draft from members or other readers. Indeed another rationale for this 
policy proposal is to encourage a full examination of the issues by all interested people, all too often 
responsibilities have been avoided because of the (legitimately) "political" issues involved, and people 
who should contribute to the debate haven't. ] 


Conservation is not an easy set of issues; but it has emerged as an important item on our cultural agenda. 
We hope this policy development process will be a positive contribution and benchmark in the debate. 


Please suggest amendments, additions or endorsement to any committee member. Ata later meeting the 
committee will recommend formal adoption of a policy. i ; ; 
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Tas FieldNats Conservation Policy - January 1996 Draft. 


I. Purpose 

il, The purpose of this policy is to more clearly define the support for conservation embodied in the 
club's constitution; both to enable the club's position to be more easily recognised and to help members 
in representing club views. 


I. General 

p The natural world, encompassing flora, fauna, other biota and landforms, is highly valuable and 
provides inspiration, scientific interest and beauty, as well as providing an important source of human 
resources. 


3. Tas FieldNats encourage the protection of all native species and other taxa in sustainable natural 
populations. 
4. Tas FieldNats also encourages the retention of areas of all natural ecosystem-types and 


representative examples of significant landforms. 


5: Tas FieldNats are committed to increasing and disseminating knowledge of the natural world 
through the study, recording and discussion of natural history information. 


6. Tas FieldNats encourages the pursuit of other conservation goals where these do not interfere 
with biodiversity-type conservation and research. 


7. Tas FieldNats also does not necessarily object to resource extraction provided that it is clearly 
demonstrated that this does not interfere with biodiversity-type conservation. 
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(more) Draft Conservation Policy 


I. Historical 
8. Tasmania's conservation reserve system has developed in a piecemeal fashion. While extremely 
valuable, it is neither comprehensive nor representative. 


9: Tasmania's knowledge base with respect to biodiversity and the biology of recognised biotas is 
manifestly inadequate. 


10. Colonial land distribution practices have resulted in some habitat types occurring largely or 
entirely on private land. This distribution also includes sensitive streamside and near-coastal habitats in 
many places. 


11. The rate of potentially harmful habitat change, currently most notably land clearance, has 
continued to increase throughout Tasmania's European history; some habitat types have already been 
entirely lost in this way. 


12. Conservation debates have been extensively corrupted by extreme misstatement, polarisation and 
poor identification and prioritisation of issues by both "sides". 


IV. Proposals 

13. Noting the demonstrable public demand for effective conservation, Tas FieldNats encourage 
governments to act energetically as trustees of the interested public in adequately protecting wildlife and 
habitats. z 


14. — Tas FieldNats advocates a sustainable, comprehensive and representative biodiversity-based 
reserve system as fundamental to meaningful long-term conservation. 


15. Tas FieldNats advocates clear, publicly stated and affirmative government conservation 
strategies, accompanied by stated responsibilities, targets, timetables and audit mechanisms. 


16. Tas FieldNats encourage sponsorship of adequate studies of a professional standard of native 
biota, distributed throughout the different taxa. 


17. Tas FieldNats discourage complacency in regard to habitat loss on the grounds that this will 
unquestionably result in the loss of species, whether currently recognised or not. 


18. Tas FieldNats encourages groups and individuals advocating conservation to restrict themselves 
to considered and responsible public statements. 


19. Tas FieldNats encourages resolution of conservation conflicts through dialogue between 
stakeholders. Ultimately, however, Tas FieldNats believe that adequate conservation measures must 
have priority over resource extraction in such circumstances. 


20. Tas FieldNats does not recognise State policies and practices as innately superior. Tas FieldNats 
encourage the use of national and international standards where these will result in more comprehensive, 
efficient and integrated approaches to biodiversity conservation. 


21. Tas FieldNats advocates efficient, strategic and appropriate deployment of conservation 
resources, aided by thorough public consultation. 


22. Tas FieldNats are committed to ) CSAS, forthright and fully reciprocal discussion of 
conservation issues. 


23. Tas FieldNats encourages thorough analysis of environmental impacts in a biodiversity context, 
as a superior alternative to emotive, ad hoc, area-based decision making. 
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